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IN THE CIAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and 
listings, of claims in the application: 



Listing of Claims : 



1. (Currently Amended) A method of providing multimedia 
services to digital television receiving apparatus, the method 
comprising the acts of: 

providing to the receiving apparatus advance information 
related to 4stee-scheduled broadcast time of scheduled material to be 

broadcasts- 
causing the receiving apparatus to connect in advance of the 
scheduled broadcast time to receive multimedia material related to 
the scheduled material t^^-^e^road caot . from a sourc e of g u ga 

pgovj.-d4j^g-fe 4aQ - r o ooivin c i appa- i g a tu s wi - fe j-3^-he--€apab44-i-fey^o 
par-f-^-^ff. i^tfe^r^n^---s^g ch e s f or — iAfeogma-U^^a-^I- at o d to t j^^e-ma-feej^-a-:;. 
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i.s—f ormul a^-e<^ - ba s ed -on - data includ e d in an-electroni Q-^gog^itt 

causing that the multimedia m aterial to be cache d; and 
allowing access to the multimedia niar.erial in response to a 
s ignal from a broadcaster of the scheduled material . 

2. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1 and further 
comprising the act of providing an indication during broadcast of 
the said scheduled material - to ^ b e br oa^a&t^that a-64i^ioaa-l---the 
multimedia material is available. 

3. (Original) The method of claim 2 wherein the indication is 
visual - 

4. (Currently Amended) The method of claitn 1, wherein the 
s cheduled material ^fe45-be--bK:oa^Ga&fe-is a scheduled television 
program or an advertisement to be broadcast during a scheduled 
program and the advance information is provided to the receiving 
apparatus by an electronic program guide facility - 
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5. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
scheduled m aterial to be broadc ag^is a television program or an 
advertisement and the advance information is provided to the 
receiving apparatus by a— the broadcaster, 

6. (Previously Presented) The method of claim 1, wherein the 
advance information relates to a pre -determined number of the 
viewer's favorite programs. 

7. (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the multimedia 
material is received via the Internet and in which the availability 
of mult i -media material is indicated by a URL. 

8. (Currently Amended) The method of claim 7, further 
comprising the act of providing an indication during broadcast of 
the said scheduled m aterial to b o broadc a^^that addi^-ioeai-the 
multimedia material is available, wherein said URL is inserted into 
a broadcast stream to determine when said indication is to be 
provided to the viewer . 
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9. (Currently Amended) The method of claim l, wherein the 
im^l4^-i-^medi-a — multimedia m aterial is viewable simultaneously with the 
broadcast program or advertisement by means of a split screen or 
screen insert. 

Claim 10 (Canceled) 

11, (Original) The method of claim 1 wherein the receiving 
apparatus has a set-top-box facility. 

12. (Currently Amended) A digital television receiving 
apparatus comprising: 

interface means for connecting to an information resources- 
storage means; 

wherein the receiving apparatus is configured to receive in 
advance information related to the scheduled broadcast time of 
scheduled m aterial to be broadcast and to connect via the interface 
means to the information resource in advance of the scheduled 
broadcast time to receive multimedia material from the information 
resource related to the scheduled m aterial to— 3&©— ba?©adGa«4^— and to 
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cache said ^eG&aAPe^multimedia material in the storage means; and 

a-H.-jrft4s^a?^-^^— sea-rc-h- m Q chanism operatively cou p^r^ ^ to th e 
jEie-gedo^ira g- apparat;u s that is capable o£ perf oming ■ in^rn e t search e s 
for i -a£o3sm\ atiQn relate d— to the mat e rial to b e broadca s-tr> — 
search cr j.-t-e> ria for the it>t e rn e t s earchec ic f ormu! Larted^a^ed--oR 
data inclu ded— in an electr o nic program guid e a controller 
c onfigured to allow access to said multimedia material in response 
to a signal from a broadcaster of the scheduled material . 

13. (Currently Amended) The receiving apparatus of claim 12, 
further comprising an electronic program guide, wherein the 
scheduled material b e broadca s t is a scheduled television 
program or an advertisement to be broadcast during a scheduled 
program and the advance information is provided to the receiving 
apparatus by the electronic program guide . 

14 . (Currently Amended} The receiving apparatus of claim 12, 
w^r^i45.-t he~ further comprising- an electronic program guide 
electronic program guide is— arranged to store information relating 
to forthcoming programs, the electronic program guide being further 
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arranged to initiate the receiving apparatus to search one or more 
information resource for program- related material. 

15 . (Original) The receiving apparatus of claim 12 wherein the 
digital television apparatus is in the form of a set -top-box and 
further includes an output for providing an output signal to an 
output display means. 

16 • (Original) The receiving apparatus of claim 12 wherein the 
information resource is Internet based. 

17. (Withdrawn) A method of providing multimedia services 
comprising the acts of : 

receiving advance information related to scheduled material to 

be broadcast; and 

allowing access to said advance information at designated 
times relative to broadcast of said scheduled material or in 
response to a signal from a broadcaster of said scheduled material. 

18 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 17, wherein said 

G3000193-rce-08-24-06.doc 7 
PAGE 8/16 " RCVD AT 80412008 0:33:41 PM [Eastern Dayligtit Time]' 8VR:U8PTO«FXRP-2/9 » DNI8:2738300 * C8tO:1 031 005 9101 * DURATION (mfn-s$):0frO0 



Apg 24 06 06:35p Thorne & Halajian, LLP 



1 (631) 665-5101 p.9 



PATENT 

Serial No. 10/023,110 

Amenctnent in Reply to Final Office Action mailed on July 12^ 2006 

designated times include a first time for allowing view of a first 
portion of said advance information before said scheduled material 
is broadcast, a second time for allowing view of a second portion 
of said advance information during broadcast of said scheduled 
material, and a third time for allowing view of a third portion of 
said advance information after said scheduled material is 
broadcast. 

19 . (Withdrawn) The method of claim 17 , f xirther comprising the 
act of sBcurching a network for additional information related to 
the scheduled material to be broadcast using a search criteria 
formulated based on data included in one at least of an electronic 
program guide and a user profile . 

20 . (Withdrawn) An apparatus comprising: 

a receiver configured to receive advance information related 
to scheduled material to be broadcast; and 

a processor configured to allow access to said advance 
information at designated times relative to broadcast of said 
scheduled material or in response to a signal from a broadcaster of 
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said scheduled material. 

21. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein said 
designated times include a first time for allowing view of a first 
portion of said advance information before said scheduled material 
is broadcast, a second time for allowing view of a second portion 
of said advance information during broadcast of said scheduled 
material, and a third time for allowing view of a third portion of 
said advance information after said scheduled material is 
broadcast . 

22. (Withdrawn) The apparatus of claim 20, wherein said 
processor is further configured to search a network for additional 
information related to the scheduled material to be broadcast using 
a search criteria formulated based on data included in at least one 
of an electronic program guide and a user profile . 
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